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Black Arts Center Openin
To Brmg Dream to Re

By \A\CY TOBIN

THE BOARDED-UP bundmg
at 25 High St. does not look
much like what the sign on the
door proclaims: The Langsten
Hughes. Center for the Visual
and Performing Arts.

But several weeks age, the
five-full-time administrators of
the program-to-be moved in and
began renovation o{ the struc-
ture, built in 1929°and- vacant
for Lhe.lwl three years. If work
goes according to scbedule. it
will be alive with® artistic ac-
tivity in a few months.

Allie Anderson. ‘executive di-
rector of the Center, and one of
the four ariginators of APS,

sponsoring agency for the new

program. gave . this writer a
tour of the building recently.

THE TOUR took us into a
vault which will house dark-
room facilities;” a large wooden-
floored room which looked
remarkably like the dance stu-
dio which jt will most likely be-
come: first floor display space
which seems to have been ini
tially designed to be the gallery
area it is now destined to be: a
second floor open and well lit
area which is a natural for a
painting and graphic arts area;
on and on, to the basement
which will someda:s house the
permanent photagraphy set-up.
The: amazing thing, which kept
repeating itself. was that this
building' seemed to have been
actually eonstructed as an arts
center.

“We. lgoked at almost every
vacant building in the city be-
fore we saw this.” explained
Andersent. “We kpnew as sooa as
we saw it that this place was
perfeet for our peeds.”

THE NEEDS of the Langston
HugHles Center have been -a long
time in the works, and began
with -an impossible dream that
plagged Anderson in the -late
60’s.

Anderson. a metal sculptor.
began ‘talking with two o‘her
black artist friends, about the
lack of art facilities in ghetto
schools.

“Our dream.” said Anderson.
“was a center for visual and
performing arts which would in-
clude everything. It would be
located in the black communi y.
Of almost 100.000 black people
in Buffalo. we could count only
10, professional black artists,
and we stretched it to come up
with the 10.”

So .Anderson and his two
friends, James G. Pappas and
Clarence E. Scott created APS
(using their initials to form the
name' and began planning a

ram which would enable

students from the ghetto

area to prepare ‘‘portfolios.”

the needed ingredient to be ac-

cepted into any art school at-the
college level.

PAPPAS EXPLAINED, "'We
wanted a place where we could
up the number of black artists.
And. there, was a need to de-
velep am ' atmosphere where
black people could begim to
learn about the arts. Most of
the ~exhibit space will feature
non - Western, non - Rembrandt
type stuff.”’

“““A prime need.”” Anderson
said. “is to show the black
community that there are suc-
ce black. brown and yellow
*‘uﬂsﬂ. People are only
f with art of the Western
world. "

it waz ir 1957 that Anderson,
Pappas amd Scott began plan-
ning the program. Before the
year was up they had been

joined by one of Buffalo’'s top
craftsmen-artists, Wilthelmina
Godfrey. The four planned and
staged two art shows, “Six
from the City,” to create an
awareness locally of black art
from the community.®

“DURING THE early years.”
explained Anderson, ‘‘we solidi-
fied the concept of the program,
and we learned funding politics
and strategies. We found out
where the money was and who
were the necessary people to
talk to. We had to establish our
competence as administrators
of such a broad program of
arts.”

Their first attempt to get
money for an eight-week
experimental program was
from the New Yerk State Coun-
cil on the Arts. The group re-
ceived a $7,000 grant for an arts
program in the spring of 1970
for inner city children. It was
successful. The Council was im-
pressed and the APS had their
credi'hilib'-g Ay & -

Several weeks ago, the APS
completed their second arts
program .. . . this one funded
by the State Council for $35.000,
and conducted in a building on
Sycamore St.

THE PROGRAMS that will
begin this October in the Lang-
ston Hughs Center will grow to
include al the graphic arts,
woodworking. printing, crafts,
and fine arts. as well as per-
forming arts. The program will
he geared to the needs of com-
merce and industry in addition
to the arts. With this in mind,
APS hopes to be able to place
trained black personnel in areas
pever before open to blacks —
pamely the pnntmg and related
industries.

“We hope to solicit printing
work from the community and
business to keep the furds com-
ing in.” explained Pappas. “In
the beginning, we'll start by
printing  our own publicity ma-
terial. The quality of the work
that we will produce here will
reflect our programming and
the quality of the people we are
training. We hope businessmen
will come to us for their future
employes.”

RIGHAT NOW, the Langston
Hughes Center. named for the
famous black writer who lived
in Buffalo for a time, is like
Christmas everyday. Trucks
pull up, discharging equipment:
printing presses, woodworking
equipment, easels, darkroom
materials. Nearly $250.000 in
material and equipment is ex-
pected to arrive within the next
few months.

Current funding of the pro-
grams. equipment and building
renovation is from the Model
Cities Agency. the New York
State Council on the Arts, and
private local funds. Five full
time and five part time em-
ployes are currently staffing the
center. and this will expand as
the programs do. Top priority
right now goes to renovating the
duilding to comply with current
city building regulations, so
that programs can get usder-
way.
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