
C H A R L E S  W E S L E Y  B U C K



“ I  W A S  B O R N  O N  T H E  K I T C H E N  T A B L E . ”

D A D  C A M E  O U T  W I T H  T H I S  G E M

D U R I N G  A  Q U I E T  M O M E N T

A T  A  F A M I L Y  G A T H E R I N G  N O T  L O N G  A G O .

n

T H I S  W A S  T H E  H O U S E . 

H E  L I V E D  H E R E  U N T I L  H E  W A S  S E V E N .

dad, porch and wagon

oil on gesso board 

eight by ten inches

2006

collection of scott buck



D A D  W A S  B O R N  T O

I S A B E L L E  R I C H E Y  B U C K  A N D  C H A R L E S  H A R O L D  B U C K .

H I S  D A D  R A N  A N  A U T O  R E P A I R  S H O P ,

A R M S T R O N G  A N D  B U C K ,

A T  T H E  C U R V E  I N  T H E  R O A D  I N  F A N C H E R .

T H E R E  W A S  A  S T O R E  W I T H  C A N D Y  A N D  C I G A R S ,

P I N B A L L  A N D  B I L L I A R D S .  A N D  A  B A R B E R  U P S T A I R S .

E V E N T U A L L Y ,  I T  M O V E D  A C R O S S  T H E  S T R E E T

A N D  B E C A M E  F A N C H E R  G A R A G E .

n

H I S  D A D  W A S  F R O M  H I L T O N ,

A N D  U S E D  T O  D R I V E  C A T T L E  T O  T H E  S T O C K Y A R D S

I N  R O C H E S T E R  O N  H O R S E B A C K .

n

H E  L I V E D  A T  O U R  H O U S E  I N  O N T A R I O  F O R  A  W H I L E ,

B O A R D E D  O U T  A F T E R  T H A T ,  A N D

 E V E N T U A L L Y  D R A N K  H I M S E L F  T O  D E A T H .

grandpa and grandma buck

oil on canvas 

eighteen by twenty four inches

2006

collection of melina buck



goodbye

oil on canvas 

sixteen by twenty one inches

2006, rev. 2007

H I S  M O M  W A S  I S A B E L L E .

S H E  W O R K E D  A S  A  H O U S E K E E P E R  I N  R O C H E S T E R ,

A N D  A S  A  C H A M B E R M A I D  A T  T H E  H O L L E Y  H O T E L .

I N  T H E  D E P R E S S I O N ,  S H E  S O L D  E G G S  D O O R  T O  D O O R

W I T H  C H A R L I E  A L O N G  F O R  T H E  R I D E .

n

S O M E  E V E N I N G S ,  H I S  M O T H E R  W O U L D  T A K E  H I M  A L O N G

T O  T H E  G A R A G E  W H I L E  S H E  D I D  T H E  B O O K S .

O N C E ,  H E  F E L L  A S L E E P  I N  A  T I R E .

isabelle and grace richey

oil on canvas board

sixteen by twenty one inches

september 2005

 I S A B E L L E  W A S  Q U I T E  C L O S E  W I T H  H E R  S I S T E R  G R A C E .  

S A D L Y ,  S H E  D I E D  W H E N  D A D  W A S  J U S T  2 3 .



H E  T O L D  M E  A  S T O R Y  A B O U T  M R .  B A R K E R

A C R O S S  T H E  S T R E E T .

A F T E R  G E T T I N G  O N E  O F  T H O S E

N E W F A N G L E D  H O R S E L E S S  C A R R I A G E S ,

O L D  B A R K E R  F O U N D  O U T  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  T H A T 

S A Y I N G  “ W H O A ”  D I D  N O T  S T O P  T H E  C A R . 

H E  D R O V E  R I G H T  T H R O U G H  T H E  B A C K  O F  H I S  B A R N 

 A N D  I N T O  A  D I T C H .

G R A N D P A  B U C K  T O W E D  H I M  O U T .

dad, dog, and wagon

oil on gesso board

eleven by fourteen inches

2005, rev. 2007



H E R E ’ S  L I T T L E  C H A R L I E  A T  S I X ,

W I T H  A  R E A L  R I F L E  A N D  A M M U N I T I O N  V E S T .

n

L A T E R ,  H E  B E C O M E  K N O W N  A S

“ T H E  G R E A T  W H I T E  A P P L I A N C E  H U N T E R ”

A F T E R  A C C I D E N T A L L Y  S H O O T I N G  T H E  O V E N .

L U C K I L Y ,  M O M  W A S  D O I N G  T H E  D I S H E S .

n

A N O T H E R  T I M E ,

A  M O R E  P R E D I C T A B L E  R E S U L T  W A S  A C H E I V E D .

H E  S A T  I N  T H E  K I T C H E N ,  S I P P I N G  C O F F E E ,

H I S  G U N  O N  H I S  L A P ,  T H E  W I N D O W  O P E N ,

W A I T I N G  F O R  A  S Q U I R R E L  T O  V I S I T

T H E  B I R D F E E D E R  J U S T  O U T S I D E  T H E  W I N D O W .

B L A M M O !

hunter child

oil on gesso board

eight by ten inches

2005



A T  H I S  N E X T  H O U S E  I N  F A N C H E R ,

H E  C O U L D  R A C E  T R A I N S  R I G H T  O U T  H I S  B A C K D O O R .

T H E Y  W E R E N ’ T  G O I N G  T O O  F A S T ,

B E C A U S E  T H E Y  S T O P P E D

A T  T H E  W A T E R  S T A T I O N  N E A R B Y .

H E  M A D E  F R I E N D S  W I T H  T H E  G U Y S  I N  T H E  C A B O O S E .

n

E V E R Y  D A Y ,  H E  H A D  T O  G E T

A  B U C K E T  O F  M I L K  F R O M  M E L E ’ S  U P  T H E  R O A D .

T O N Y  M E L E  W A S  H I S  A G E .

n

S H O O T I N ’  S K E E T  W A S  A  S U N D A Y  P A S T I M E .

L I T T L E  C H A R L I E  W O U L D  B E  B E H I N D  A  S H I E L D ,

C H A N G I N G  D I R E C T I O N  E V E R  S O  S L I G H T L Y

B E F O R E  P U L L I N G  T H E  S T R I N G  R E L E A S E .

G R A N D P A  C O U L D  H I T  9 9  O U T  O F  1 0 0 ,

S O M E T I M E S  E V E N  1 0 0 .

H E  C O U L D  W A L K  T O  H I N D S B U R G  R O A D  S C H O O L ,

W A L K I N G  T H E  R A I L S  W I T H O U T  F A L L I N G ,

T H E N  C U T T I N G  T H R O U G H  A N  O R C H A R D ,

T O  A  S I N G L E  R O O M  A N D  A B O U T  1 0  O T H E R  K I D S .

snow day

oil on canvas 

sixteen by twenty inches

2008



M Y  D A D  W E N T  T O  A L B I O N  H I G H ,

W H E R E  H E  S E T  T H E  S C H O O L  R E C O R D

I N  T H E  1 0 0  Y A R D  D A S H .

T E N  S E C O N D S  F L A T .

A  R E C O R D  T H A T  W I L L  N E V E R  B E  B R O K E N ,

N O W  T H A T  T H E  E V E N T  I S  1 0 0  M E T E R S .

the sprinter

oil wash and pencil on gesso board

twelve by fifteen inches

2005

collection of michael and gwen scibienski



C H A R L I E  B U C K  W A S  W O R K I N G ,

A L W A Y S  W O R K I N G .

I N  F A C T ,  A T  O N E  T I M E  O R  A N O T H E R

H E  W A S  A N  A D D I N G  M A C H I N E  R E P A I R M A N ,

A  F A R M E R ,  A  H O T  D O G  V E N D O R ,

A N  I N S U R A N C E  S A L E S M A N ,

A  X E R O X  M A N ,  A N D  A  P I L O T ,

n

O N C E  A  C O W  F E L L  I N  T H E  N E I G H B O R ’ S  W E L L

W H E N  H I S  F A M I L Y  L I V E D  O N  D E N S M O R E  R O A D .

H I S  D A D  S E N T  H I M  C L I M B I N G  D O W N  W I T H  A  R O P E

T O  F A S T E N  A R O U N D  T H E  D I S T R E S S E D  A N I M A L .

T H E N  T H E Y  H O I S T E D  T H A T  C O W  O U T .

the canoe

oil on panel 

eleven by fourteen inches

2008



A F T E R  H I G H  S C H O O L ,

H E  A N D  S O M E  F R I E N D S  S T A R T E D  A  C L U B

C A L L E D  T H E  C O S M O P O L I T A N S .

Y O U  H A D  T O  H A V E  L E T T E R E D  A T  A L B I O N .

I T  W A S  R I G H T  O V E R  T H E  B A K E R Y ,

 N E A R  T H E  B O W L I N G  A L L E Y  O N  M A I N  S T R E E T .

T H E Y  W O U L D  P L A Y  F O O T B A L L  A G A I N S T  T H E I R  R I V A L S .

G O  C O S M O S !

n

W H E N  H E  L I V E D  N E A R  5  C O R N E R S ,

H E  H A D  A  G I R L  T O  T H E  L E F T  A N D  R I G H T .

H A D  T O  C H O O S E  W H E N  H E  G O T  T O  T H E  M A I N  R O A D .

n

D A D  L O V E D  D O G S  A N D  H A D  M A N Y .

B U S T E R  T H E  W A T E R  S P A N I E L  W A S  A  F A V O R I T E .

dad, dog, and flowers

oil on gesso board

eight by ten inches

2005

(dad had his pick of the paintings. 
and this was the one he chose. 
curious choice, too, because he did
not recognize the dog or the street.)



winter outing, 1939

oil and wax medium on gesso board

ten by eight inches

2004

H E R E  H E ’ S  C R U I S I N G  I N  H I S  F I R S T  C A R ,

 A  1 9 3 7  P L Y M O U T H .

H E  H A D  P L Y M O U T H S  L A T E R  I N  L I F E  T O O ,

M O S T  M E M O R A B L Y  T H A T  B R O N Z E  ‘ 6 4  S P O R T  F U R Y

W I T H  T H E  P A D D E D  C O N S O L E  W E  A L L  L O V E D .

( U N T I L  M Y  B R O T H E R  J O H N  T O T A L E D  I T . )

n

O N E  F A M O U S  N I G H T ,

D A D ,  G E O R G E  K I R B Y ,  J O H N  C A R R  A N D  O T H E R S

W E R E  T R Y I N G  O U T  A  N E W  H U D S O N .

I T  W A S  W I N T E R  B U T

T H E R E  W A S  A  D A N C E  I N  B R O C K P O R T .

T H E Y  E N D E D  U P  I N  A  S N O W B A N K ,

 S C A T T E R I N G  A  P I L E  O F  R A I L R O A D  T I E S  A S  W E L L .

S O M E  G U Y S  I N  T H E  B A R  N E X T  D O O R

L I F T E D  T H E  C A R  O U T .

O N L Y  A  D E N T  I N  T H E  H U B C A P .



“ T H A T  W A S  T H E  S A D D E S T  D A Y  O F  M Y  L I F E ”

H E  S A I D  T O  M E  W H E N  I  S H O W E D  H I M  T H I S  P H O T O G R A P H .

D U R I N G  W O R L D  W A R  I I ,  D A D  W A S  F L Y I N G  B L I M P S

I N  T H E  N A V Y ’ S  L I G H T E R  T H A N  A I R  C O R P S ,

P A T R O L I N G  T H E  U S  C O A S T .

H E  W A S  C O M M I T T E D  T O  A  C A R E E R  I N  T H E  N A V Y .

H E  A L S O  P L A Y E D  P U L L I N G  G U A R D  F O R  T H E  B A S E

F O O T B A L L  T E A M ,  A N D  S U F F E R E D  A  H E A D  I N J U R Y .

D A D  T H O U G H T  H E  W A S  F I N E ,

B U T  H E  G O T  S I C K  D U R I N G  H I S  N E X T  M I S S I O N  A N D

W A S  O R D E R E D  T O  R E P O R T  T O  T H E  I N F I R M A R Y ,

A N D  L A T E R  A N  O F F I C E R ’ S  H O U S E ,  F O R  C O N V A L E S C E N C E .

C O N S E Q U E N T L Y ,  H E  W A S N ’ T  A B L E  T O  G R A D U A T E

W I T H  H I S  C L A S S  A N D  B E C O M E  A N  O F F I C E R .

H E R E  H E  I S  W I T H  O N E  O F  H I S  C L A S S M A T E S

O N  T H E  D A Y  T H E  O T H E R S  G R A D U A T E D .

N O T E  T H E  S T R I P E  O N  H I S  F R I E N D  M A R T I N ’ S  A R M .

“the saddest day of my life”

oil on gesso board 

eight by ten inches

2006



H E  H A D  A  B L I N D  D A T E  W I T H

A  P R E T T Y  N U R S I N G  S T U D E N T  O N E  N I G H T ,

A N D  I T  W E N T  P R E T T Y  W E L L .

n

A N D  S O  O N  J U L Y  2 1 ,  1 9 4 3 ,

H E  M A R R I E D  E D I E  C H A S E ,

A  L I V E L Y  G I R L  F R O M  P A I N T E D  P O S T .

I T  W O U L D  B E  “ C H O L L Y  A N D  E D I E ” 

F O R  T H E  N E X T  6 6  Y E A R S .

edie and cholly’s anniversary, 1951

oil on panel 

twelve by sixteen inches

2007

collection of alison and doug arnold



T H E Y  B O U G H T  A N  1 8 3 6  C O B B L E S T O N E

O N  W A L W O R T H  R O A D  I N  O N T A R I O ,

A N D  P R O C E E D E D  T O  L I V E  T H E R E  F O R  5 9  Y E A R S .

H E  D I D  A  P R O J E C T  O R  T W O .

( T H O U S A N D . )

H E  N E V E R  H I R E D  A  M A N  T O  D O  S O M E T H I N G

H E  C O U L D  D O .

O R  T H O U G H T  H E  C O U L D  D O .

 B U T  W H O  I N S T A L L S  T H E I R  O W N  F U R N A C E ?

n

H E  W A S  A  S A V E R  O F  S C R A P

A N D  A  F I N D E R  O F  G O L F  B A L L S . 

( T H O U S A N D S . )

n

A N D  H E  S L E P T  I N  T H E  B U F F ,  S O

A N Y  L A T E  N I G H T  D I S T U R B A N C E  W A S

A  L I T T L E  M O R E  S O .

gaywind

oil and graphite on panel 

sixteen by twelve inches

2007, rev. 2008

collection of stephen and kristyn scibienski



T H E R E  W O U L D  B E  F I V E  C H I L D R E N ,

J E F F R E Y

C H E R Y L

J O H N

J A M E S

 A N D  D A V I D .

dad and jeff wrestling, 1958

oil on panel 

thirty by twenty four inches

2007



A N D  S O O N  S I X  G R A N D C H I L D R E N ,

J E R E M Y

S T E P H E N

 A L I S O N 

M I C H A E L

S C O T T

 A N D  M E L I N A .

the skating party

oil and graphite on panel 

thirty by twenty four inches

2008

collection of john buck



A N D  G R E A T G R A N D C H I L D R E N  T I M E S  S E V E N ,

M A C K E N Z I E

R Y A N 

E M M A

A D D I S O N

N A T H A N

M A T T H E W

 A N D  A V A .

dad and buster 

oil on masonite

eleven by fourteen inches

2005



H E  W A S  G E N U I N E L Y  P E R P L E X E D  A S  T O

W H Y  I  W O U L D  D O  T H E S E  P A I N T I N G S  O F  H I S  L I F E ,

A  L I F E  H E  S E E M E D  T O  C O N S I D E R  N O T H I N G  S P E C I A L .

O F  C O U R S E ,

N O T H I N G  C O U L D  B E  F U R T H E R  F R O M  T H E  T R U T H .

family album

oil on plywood

twenty two by twenty four inches

2004



W O R D S  A N D  P A I N T I N G S  B Y  D A V I D  L L O Y D  B U C K


